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Academic Experts in Implementation Research Grant Funded

In late 2003, the Office of Research
and Development (ORD) and Health
Services Research and Development
(HSR&D) issued a program an-
nouncement for ‘Supplements to
support collaboration between VA and
Academic Experts in Implementation
Research’.  The goal of this solicita-
tion was for HSR&D centers to
develop and enhance relationships
with non-VA researchers who have
expertise in the implementation of
evidence-based clinical practice and
the study of implementation pro-
cesses.

The MCHSPR application was one of
the first supplements funded under
this solicitation. It is a joint effort
between MCHSPR and the SCI
QUERI to bring in implementation
experts to assist and educate HSR&D
researchers on how to conduct
implementation research.
Our experts include:

The Medical Informatics and Health
Services Research Section of the
Regenstrief Institute, including
William Tierney, MD, a senior re-
search scientist at the Institute,
founding faculty member of the
School of Informatics at Indiana
University (IU), and Chief of IU’s
School of Medicine’s Division of
General Internal Medicine and
Geriatrics.

Marian Fitzgibbon, PhD, Professor in
the Departments of Psychiatry and
Behavioral Sciences, and Preventive
Medicine, Northwestern University.
Her work has focused on prevention,
health promotion and patient behavior
change.

Julie Mohr, PhD, Assistant Professor,
Department of Medicine, Section of
General Internal Medicine, University

of Chicago.  Dr. Mohr has served as a
consultant to the Institute of Medicine
Committee on Quality of Health Care
in America.  She developed an as-
sessment tool for use in quality
improvement work in Clinical
Microsystems.

Cheryl Stetler, RN, PhD, FAAN is a
consultant in evidence-based practice
for several organizations including the
World Health Organization and the
VA’s QUERI program.  She is an
expert in formative evaluation and in
evaluating change activities resulting
from quality improvement and evi-
dence-based care use.

The MacColl Institute for Healthcare
Innovation, part of Robert Wood
Johnson’s Improving Chronic Illness
Care (ICIC) program, based at the
Group Health Cooperative in Seattle,
Washington.  Consultants form the
MacColl Institute will advise in the
planning and conduct of work in SCI
QUERI to carry out broad-scale
chronic illness quality improvement.

Craig Scott, PhD, Professor of Medical
Education and Biomedical Informatics,
School of Medicine, University of
Washington, Seattle.  Dr. Scott’s
expertise is in behavior change,
focused on the health care provider.

These experts will work with investiga-
tors at MCHSPR and SCI QUERI to
learn the fundamentals of implementa-
tion research at all levels (patient,
provider, system) in order to facilitate
grant development, publications, and
presentations related to implementa-
tion.

This will include workshops and
presentations, consultation, and team
meetings.  This 2 year grant is being
led by Dr. Frances Weaver.



QUERI Local Initiated Projects funded.  The
SCI QUERI recently received funding for 3
LIPs.  Two projects will be managed out of the
Seattle clinical center of QUERI.  The third
project “Development and feasibility of a brief
vaccination intervention in SCI&D” will be
conducted at the QUERI research center at
Hines.  This study involves the development of
a brief multimedia message on influenza and
pneumococcal pneumonia vaccination targeted
to veterans with SCI&D.  Investigators include
Fran Weaver, Sherri Lavela, Kenzie Cameron
and Michael Priebe.

As a result of QUERI’s efforts to implement
evidence-based practice for veterans with
spinal cord injuries and disorders, investigators
were invited to write a series of articles on
lessons learned in implementing evidence
based care for the journal SCI Nursing.  The
issue is devoted to SCI QUERI efforts, and was
published in the September 2004 issue.  Ar-
ticles include:
Nelson A, Weaver F.  Promoting Evidence-
based Practice on Spinal Cord Injury Units

IIR 03-370- Outcomes Associated with Salmeterol Use in Obstructive Lung Diseases.
Todd Lee, PharmD, PhD - PI, Kevin Weiss, MD, MPH, Co-PI
A recently funded VA HSR&D grant has Center investigators set to explore the outcomes associated with long-acting
beta-agonist (LABA) use in patients with obstructive lung disease.  There are concerns about the safety of LABAs in
asthma patients following a labeling change in the medication and little is known about the long-term outcomes related
to LABA use in patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD).  Therefore, the objective of this study is to
examine the outcomes of patients with asthma or COPD that have used a long-acting β-agonist product compared to
those that have not been exposed to long-acting β-agonists.  The specific aims of the project are: 1) determine the all-
cause and respiratory-specific mortality associated with exposure to long-acting β-agonists in VA patients with asthma,
COPD or both; 2) determine the rate of respiratory-related life-threatening experiences (placed on ventilator) between
long-acting β-agonist users and nonusers; and 3) compare the exacerbation rates and healthcare resource utilization in
patients exposed to β-agonists versus those not exposed. This study will inform VA healthcare providers and
policymakers as to the outcomes associated with long-acting β-agonist use in VA patients.  The results will provide
evidence on which to base treatment decisions and the development of treatment guidelines.

Newly Funded Research Grants
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Weaver F, Goldstein B, Hammond M.  Les-
sons Learned during a Study to Improve
Respiratory Vaccination Rates for Veterans
with SCI&D
LaVela SL, Legro MW, Weaver FM, Smith
B.  Staff Influenza Vaccination: Lessons
Learned?
Guihan M, Bosshart H, Nelson A  Lessons
Learned in Implementing SCI Clinical Prac-
tice Guidelines
Wallace C, Hatzakis M, Legro M, Goldstein
B.  How Nurses Helped Researchers Under-
stand Using a Computerized Clinical Re-
minder to Improve Preventive Care: Lessons
from VA Spinal Cord Injury Centers
Legro M.  Commentary.

Another QUERI article recently published is
based on a HSR&D funded LIP:
Burns SP, Weaver FM, Parada JP, Evans
CT, Chang H, Hampton RY, Kapur V.  Man-
agement of community-acquired pneumonia
in persons with spinal cord injury.  Spinal
Cord 2004;42(8):450-458.

IIR 02-244- Quality and Cost of VA and Medicare Covered Care for Veterans with ESRD.
Kevin Stroupe, PhD - PI, Denise Hynes, PhD- Co-PI
Veterans with end-stage renal disease (ESRD) require chronic dialysis to replace lost kidney function.  Prior to
development of ESRD, many patients experience a gradual decline in kidney function. The National Kidney
Foundation has developed guidelines for care in this pre-dialysis period. We will identify all veterans and non-
veterans in a national ESRD patient registry who initiated chronic hemodialysis in 2000-2001, and we will compare
pre-dialysis care between veterans and non-veterans.  We will also examine the association of pre-dialysis care with
healthcare costs and use at dialysis initiation.  Through these comparisons, we can examine whether veterans are
receiving guideline-recommended quality care and whether improvements in pre-dialysis care can be made.
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VA patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) who are current users of high
doses of inhaled corticosteroids (ICS) have an increased risk of nonvertebral fractures
compared with those who do not use ICS, according to the results of a conducted by Center
investigators Todd A. Lee and Kevin B. Weiss that was published in the April issue of the
American Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine.

In a cohort of 40,157 VA patients with a new diagnosis of COPD, there were 1708 cases of
nonvertebral fractures during a five-year follow-up period that were matched to 6817 controls.
Conditional logistic regression models revealed that exposure to ICS at any time during follow-
up was not associated with an increased fracture risk (adjusted odds ratio [OR], 0.97; 95%
confidence interval [CI], 0.84 - 1.11). However, the risk of fracture was increased in current
users of high-dose ICS (at least 700 μg of beclomethasone equivalents daily) compared with
patients with no exposure (adjusted OR, 1.68; 95% CI, 1.10 - 2.57) after controlling for potential
confounders.

Lee TA, Weiss KB. Fracture Risk Associated with Inhaled Corticosteroid Use in Chronic
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease. American Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine
2004; 169(7):855-859.

Michael Fischer, MD, MS,
comes to MCHSPR from Denver,
Colorado. His faculty
appointment is Assistant
Professor of Medicine in the
Section of Nephrology at the
University of Illinois at Chicago.
He completed both his fellowship
in Nephrology and his Master of
Science in Public Health at the
University of Colorado Health
Sciences Center in July 2004.
He is a  graduate of the Indiana
University School of Medicine and he completed his
residency in Internal Medicine at Barnes-Jewish Hospital in
St. Louis, Missouri.

Michael was engaged in numerous patient-oriented research
projects during his training in Colorado, including an analysis
of statewide maternal and fetal outcomes in the setting of
kidney disease during pregnancy and an evaluation of new
diagnostic tools for microalbuminuria screening.

Currently, Michael is focused on characterizing hospital
resource utilization for adult patients with acute kidney failure
as well as the role of a variety of important  factors
contributing toward these outcomes.  He plans to expand
this current endeavor to include the evaluation of resource
utilization at VA hospitals for patients with acute, chronic, and
end-stage kidney disease.

Important Publications

Neil Jordan, PhD, is a health
economist and health services
researcher who recently joined
the Northwestern University
faculty as a Research Assistant
Professor in the Mental Health
Services & Policy Program,
Department of Psychiatry &
Behavioral Sciences, Feinberg
School of Medicine.  He is also affiliated with
Northwestern’s Institute for Health Services Research &
Policy Studies.

Neil’s prior work spans several areas, including access
to care for vulnerable populations; financing and delivery
of mental health, substance abuse, and child welfare
services; Medicaid and Medicare policy; and cost-
effectiveness analysis.  He is particularly interested in
developing a new focus on the societal costs associated
with complex chronic illness.

Neil comes to us from the Florida Mental Health Institute
and Department of Health Policy & Management at the
University of South Florida.  He earned his doctorate in
health services research from the University of Minne-
sota in 2002.  He has a B.S. in economics and an M.S. in
public policy from Carnegie Mellon University.

New Faculty

Michael is focused on
characterizing hospital
resource utilization for
adult patients with
acute kidney failure as
well as the role of a
variety of important
factors contributing
toward these
outcomes.

Neil is particularly
interested in devel-
oping a new focus
on the societal
costs associated
with complex
chronic illness.
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Arozullah AM, Calhoun EA, Wolf M, Finley DK, Fitzner KA, Heckinger EA et al. The financial burden of cancer: estimates from a study of insured women with breast cancer.
Journal of Supportive Oncology 2004; 2(3):271-278.

Bennett CL, Luminari S, Nissenson A, Tallman MS, Klinge SA, McWIlliams N, McKoy JM, Kim B, Lyons EA,Tifilio SM, Raisch DW, Evens AM, Kuzel TM, Schumock GT,
Belknap SM, Locatelli F, Rossert J, Casadevall N. Pure red-cell aplasia and epoetin therapy. NEJM 2004;351: 1403-08.

Chang HT, Evans CT, Weaver FM, Burns SP, Parada JP. Etiology and Outcomes of Veterans with Spinal Cord Injury and Disorder Hospitalized with Community-acquired
Pneumonia. Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 2004.

Collins EG, Langbein WE, Dilan-Koetje J, Bammert C, Hanson K, Reda D et al. Effects of exercise training on aerobic capacity and quality of life in individuals with heart
failure. Heart Lung 2004; 33(3):154-161.

Conrad KJ, Smith EV, Jr. International conference on objective measurement: applications of Rasch analysis in health care. Med Care 2004; 42(1 Suppl):I1-I6.
Conrad KJ, Wright BD, McKnight PE, et al. Comparing Traditional and Rasch Analyses of the Mississippi PTSD Scale: Revealing Limitations of Reverse-Scored Items. Journal
of Applied Measurement 2004; 5(1):15-30.

Conrad KJ, Smith E.V. Editorial, International Conference on Objective Measurement: Applications of Rasch Analysis in Health Care. Med Care 2004; 42(1):1-6.
Dolan N, Ferreira MR, Davis T, Fitzgibbon M, et al. Colorectal Cancer Screening Knowledge, Attitudes, and Beliefs among Veterans: Does Literacy Make a Difference. Journal
of Clinical Oncology 2004; 22(13):2617-2622.

Ferreira MR, Dolan N, Fitzgibbon M, Newlin R, et al. An Intervention to Increase Colorectal Cancer Screening Among Veterans: Rationale and Study Design. International
Journal of Cancer Prevention 2004.

Freeman VL, Durazo-Arvizu R, Keys LC, Johnson MP, Schafernak K, Patel VK. Racial Differences in Survival Among Men With Prostate Cancer and Comorbidity at Time of
Diagnosis. Am J Public Health 2004; 94(5):803-808.

Hynes DM, Weaver FM, Morrow M, Folk F, Winchester D, et al. Breast Cancer Surgery Trends and Outcomes: Results from a National Survey. Journal of the American
College of Surgeons 2004; 198(5):707-716.

Janson S, Weiss K. A national survey of asthma knowledge and practices among specialists and primary care physicians. J Asthma 2004; 41(3):343-348.

LaVela SL, Legro M, Weaver FM, Smith B. Staff Influenza Vaccination: Lessons Learned. SCI Nursing 2004; 21(3): 153-157.

LaVela SL, Smith B, Weaver FM, Miskevics S. Geographical Proximity and Health Care Utilization in Veterans with SCI&D in the USA. Soc Sci Med 2004 Dec; 59(11):2387-
2399.

Lee SY, Arozullah AM, Cho YI. Health literacy, social support, and health: a research agenda. Social Science Medicine 2004; 58(7):1309-1321.

Lee TA, Hagarty E, Stroupe K.T., Collins SM, Peterson LR. Three Surveillance Strategies for Vancomycin-Resistant Enterococci in Hospitalized Pateints: Detection of
Colonization Efficiency and a Cost Effectiveness Model. Infection Control and Hospital Epidemiology 2004.

Lee TA, Weiss KB. Fracture Risk Associated with Inhaled Corticosteroid Use in Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease. American Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care
Medicine 2004; 169(7):855-859.

Lee TA, Divers CH, Leibmann CW. Evaluating the Efficiency of Treatment in the Allergic Rhinitis Market. J Manag Care Pharm 2004; 10(1(Suppl 1)):3-8.
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Parada JP, Deloria-Knoll M, Chmiel J, et al. The Relationship Between Health Insurance and Medical Care for Patients Hospitalized with HIV-Related PCP From 1995 to 1997:
Medicaid, Bronchoscopy and Survival. Clin Infect Dis 2004; 37(11):1549-1555.

Rabe KF, Adachi M, Lai CK, Soriano JB, Vermeire PA, Weiss KB et al. Worldwide severity and control of asthma in children and adults: the global asthma insights and reality
surveys. J Allergy Clin Immunol 2004; 114(1):40-47.

Stroupe KT, Teal EY, Weiner M, Gradus-Pizlo I, Brater DC, et al. Health Care and Medication Costs and Use Among Older Adults with Heart Failure. American Journal of
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Weaver FM, Hatzakis M, Evans CT, Smith B, LaVela SL, et al. A Comparison of Multiple Data Sources to Identify Vaccinations for Veterans with Spinal Cord Injuries and
Disorders. J Am Med Inform Assoc 2004; 11(5):377-379.

Weaver FM, Goldstein B, Hammond M. Improving Respiratory Vaccination Rates in Veterans with Spinal Cord Impairment: Lessons Learned. SCI Nursing 2004; 21(3): 143-
148.

Weiss KB, Liljas B, Schoenwetter W, Schatz M, Luce BR. Effectiveness of Budesonide Administered via Dry-Powder Inhaler versus Triamcinolone Acetonide Administered via
Pressurized Metered-Dose Inhaler for Adults with Persistent asthma in a Managed care Setting. Clinical Therapeutics 2004; 26(1):102-114.


